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The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer. 


but, also, have contributed, in some degree, to facilitate the 
pursuits of those who may be disposed to encounter the diffi- 
culties of the cbsolete diction in which such high and varied 
excellencies are enveloped, and to all but antiquarian eyes 
obscured. 

At some convenient interval we shall probably return to 
the other works of our author: a general analysis of which, 
with some specimens of their many characteristic beauties, in 
the mode of quotation adopted in our present and former ar- 
ticle, together with a clear developement of the metrical system 
and versification of Chaucer, (involving, as it will be found to 
do, the primitive and inherent prosody of our language,) would 
perhaps comprise all that might be desired by the general 
reader, with reference to the great patriarch of our national 
‘tes + unless, indeed, aversion of the entire works could be 

oped for, such as we have repeatedly glanced at; and which 
might render our Chaucer (undisguised by incongruous orna- 
ment and paraphrastic interpolation) not only more readily 
accessible to modern apprehension, but acceptable to the ear, 
in the present very altered state of our customary pronun- 
ciation. 

As respects the structure and harmony of our author's verse, 
and the prosodial principles upon which it is constructed, though 
we are very far from wishing to depreciate the value of Mr. Tyr- 
whitt’s disquisition on these, it can by no means be considered 
as having gone into those profound principles of metrical har- 
mony, upon which the prosody of our language and the struc- 
turre of our rhythms, as conceived by Chaucer and exemplified 
by the most accomplished of his successors, will be found to rest. 
If Mr. Tyrwhitt has in this department done much, he has still 
left much to do; and there are few, perhaps, at this day, even of 
the most critical students of our poetic literature, who will not 
be surprised at the demonstration of how many parallels to 
some of the boldest and finest specimens of versification, even 
in the Paradise Lost, may be produced from the heroic herame- 
ters of Geoffrey Chaucer. Nor will it, perhaps, be either un- 
interesting or unprofitable, if, in the process of analyzing and 
exemplifying the metrical and rhythmical system of our vene- 
rable bard, we should be enabled in some degree to ascertain 
what our language has Jost, in point of harmonic power, from 
the misdirection of an erroneous theory of prosodial criticism, 
as well as what it has gained by the diligence of literary culture, 
and the progress of civilization and refinement. 
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